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PHEASANT TALES  

MARCH 2010  

 

 

 

UBLEY HATCHERY AND CAMELEY LAKES  ð Alan Judd  

 

As we were all a bit unsure of how to find the Hatchery we decided that we would meet at Woodford Lodge 

(Chew) and then we could all get lost together!! 

 

Although out of season, Woodford Lodge was open as they were in the middle of one of their winter pike 

fishing sessions.  So we were able to have breakfast and replenish our tackle in the shop.  What really 

surprised us was how full the car park was and the numbers of pike anglers there were fishing both bank and 

boats.  It was also quite surreal to see ñbivviesò on the bank with at least 2 rods per angler set up on rod 

rests.  It soon became apparent by their ñterminal tackleò that these guys were not just out for a pleasant 

dayôs pike fishing, they were serious specimen hunters ï and with 2 forty pounders caught already this 

winter you can understand why!!  

 

Anyway, we duly set of for the Hatchery and I assumed that, as I had the directions, everyone would follow 

me.  But no, they all shot off and I was the last to leave. Imagine my surprise when I arrived at the hatchery 

to find that I was the only one there!!  However, after several detours around the Somerset countryside, it 

wasnôt too long before they all turned up and we were able to meet up with Alan Dimmock ï Hatchery  

Manager. 

 

Alan started his tour at the river Yeo and explained that in late October / early November, the fish make 

their way from Blagdon Lake into the river then up into the Hatchery.  From here, they are encouraged into a 

holding pond where they are collected and stripped of their eggs and milt before being released back into the 

river.  The fertilised eggs are then taken inside the Hatchery and are placed in trays of running water 

(Browns separate from Rainbows) until they hatch into ñalevinsò (small fish with egg sacks).  After this, 

they absorb their egg sacks and the little fish can then be fed until they are big enough to go outside into the 

rearing ponds.  When the fish reach correct weight, they can then either be stocked into the lakes or taken to 

other ponds to grow on.  We saw fish at both of these stages and also the larger ones outside, which several 

of us helped to feed!!  It was also interesting to know that Browns take approximately twice as long to grow 

than Rainbows.  We all found this to be a most intriguing visit and thanks to Alanôs help, we now have a 

much better understanding of how the fish we catch are reared. 

 

 



Page 2 of 5 
 

           

 

It was now midday, Alan T and Iain left us to visit a camera shop and the remaining seven of us headed off 

to Cameley Lakes to spend the rest of the day fishing.  I was the last to arrive (due to putting the wrong 

postcode into my satnav) and most of the others were already fishing.  Whilst tackling up, I noticed that one 

particular angler seemed to have a fish on every time I looked up and Richard, who was next to him, was 

getting nothing.  Therefore, I decided that I would fish the adjacent bank so that I could fish the same corner.  

This gave instant results, within my first 3 casts, I had 2 fish on the bank and it was obvious that this corner 

was the hot spot.  By lunchtime, I had 3 fish, Ivor had 2 on one of the other lakes and Mervyn had one.  

After lunch, I headed up to one of the far lakes and soon bagged up on my 4 fish ticket.  This was 

particularly pleasing as, after overtaking me on the last 2 trips, Richard was still to catch!!! 

 

Anyway, I shouldnôt have held my breath as he did finally bag up and as one of his fish was a Brown and 

had to be returned, he was claiming 5 fish and victory.  (Iôm not sure about that!!) 

 

At the end of the day Richard had his 4 / 5? I had 4, Ivor and Dave both had 3 and Tony and Mervyn had 2 

each.   

 

All in all it turned out to be a good day, an interesting morning and a successful afternoonôs fishing at a 

venue that most of us had not been to before.  
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BUSHYLEAZE ð Alan J  

 

The weather had been slightly milder during the week but Friday and Saturday nights saw a return to hard 

frosts.  So we were not quite sure whether the lake would be frozen when we arrived on Sunday morning.  

As it turned out there were some patches of thin ice on the near bank but the far bank was completely clear 

and by mid morning the fresh breeze had cleared the whole lake.  As the M4 was due to be closed and our 

normal breakfast venue in Swindon looked out of the question, I met up with some of the others in 

Chippenham.  While we were having breakfast Iain rang to say that the M4 was now open.  I explained that 

I was having breakfast with Dave, Ivor and Roland and that we would be along shortly.  Dave then 

whispered to me that I had Rolandôs name wrong and I should have called him Dave.  I apologised for this 

only to be told that I did have his name correct in the first place.  Therefore for the rest of the day Dave C 

became known as ñTriggerò!! 

 

We all met up in the car park at Bushy and then went off to find the fish.  I think we will all agree that it was 

slightly more challenging than normal.  The far bank seemed to be fishing better, although by the time we 

arrived, another fishing club had taken most of the spaces and it was a question of trying to squeeze in where 

you could.  Other good areas were ñbooby cornerò where Alan T made a beeline for and of course the point 

where Paul spent most of the day.  I persevered on the far bank and had my first fish on a single diawl bach 

on a floating line; I also lost another on the same fly.  This was a great way to catch them in the middle of 

winter but after the takes dried up and Iain started catching next to me on an orange booby, I soon resorted 

to the ñNo more Mr. Nice Guyò approach and caught 4 on a green, black and purple booby.  I then moved 

round to fish opposite Paul and on my first cast caught my final fish on a black and green Montana fished on 

a fast glass intermediate. 

 

Whilst the rest of us were having lunch Dave (ñTriggerò) moved in to Paulôs spot and had 2 or 3 fish and 

then moved to the boat pontoon and finally bagged up with his last fish of 3 ¾ lb ï well worth the wait!! 

 

Richard spent the day paddling around the lake in his float tube and had bagged up on his 6 fish ticket by 

lunchtime. 

 

The best fish of the day went to Paul with a magnificent fish of 6lb 8oz, which rather annoyingly was 2 

ounces bigger than my 6lb 6oz fish caught at Manningford in January and is now the one to beat for the 

biggest rainbow. 

 

The weather stayed kind to us, in fact the sunshine in the middle of the day made it rather warm with all the 

layers we had on and most of us eventually caught our limits. 
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Paul at Bushyleaze    ñDoes my bum look big in this?ò 

              Alan J landing a fish. 

 

BLENHEIM TRIP  

The trip on Sunday 21
st
 March is to the Blenheim Palace Fishery.  Ticket options and prices are: 

 

 Half Day 07.00 ~ 14.00 or 14.00 ~ dusk. £25 

   Retain first fish, release 3 

 Full Day Retain first 4 fish, release 6  £35 

 Concessions & students receive 10% discount. 

 

Members must book their permits on line prior to their arrival as there is no facility to purchase a ticket at 

the fishery on the day. 

 

 The website address is www.blenheimpalace.com/theestate/trout-fishery 

 

MYSTERY TRIP  
As many of you will  be aware, Alan Judd is planning a mystery trip for the outing on Sunday 16

th
 May.  

Alan is keeping the details of this very close to his chest but he would like to collect a £10 deposit from all 

those wishing to attend at the March meeting. 

 

  

http://www.blenheimpalace.com/theestate/trout-fishery
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BIG FISH  COMPETITION  

Itôs still early in the season but, as described earlier, Alan Judd was leading the largest rainbow competition 

with the 6lb 6oz Manningford fish pictured below until Paul eclipsed it with his 6lb 8oz Bushyleaze 

specimen shown alongside.  Hopefully the rest of the season will continue to see big fish of this quality 

being caught by members. 

 

           

 

THREE WATERS BANK COMPETITION  

We are proposing to move the Three Waters competition from its current date of 18
th
 April to the following 

Sunday (25
th
 April).  It is hoped that this change will enable more people to take part but if anyone does 

have any concerns with this please could they raise them at the March meeting. 

 

MARCH MEETING  

Paul has arranged for Dean Sandford who is the Regional Officer for the Angling Development Board to 

speak to the members at the meeting on Tuesday 2
nd

 March.  As with all guest speakers, please can we try to 

give a good attendance.  

 

FEFFSR RIVER QUALIFIER  

Both congratulations and commiserations go to Paul who has narrowly missed out on qualifying for the 

National River Finals.  Fishing in difficult conditions on the River Test at Wherwell on February 20
th
 Paul 

finished in a very respectable fourth place, missing out on qualification by just one place.  Sadly he lost one 

large fish which may have been enough to lift him into third place ï the infamous ñone that got awayò! 


