PHEASANT
FLY FISHERS

MYSTERY TRIP - Bruce

After months of speculation and rumours concerning the destination for all those fishing the mystery trip, we
were finally put out of our mibgmw tyaditional SuBdaypape,y .
Alan J and myself made our way to The Pheasant where we were met by Tony, Ivor, lain, Dave C, Dave L
and Paul. The absence of Richard and the news that we were meeting him en route fuelled speculation
regarding the destination, it was even said that lain was so confident in his prediction that he had already
loaded the coordinates for Sutton Bingham into his sat nav.

Having formed a convoy with Alan at its head we left the Pheasant and headed towards Bath. Most theories
wereproved wrong when Al an made a | ast minute | ane
north, towards the motorway. We subsequently joined the westbound M4, then took the southbound M5

which we soon exited and met Richard at the Cribbs Causeway branch o f Mc Donal d’ s f or

As we left Alan handed a Jiffy bag to the occupants of each car, including myself even though | was in the
same car as him! We had no clues to the contents, only strict instructions that they were not to be opened
untilallcaishad | ined up in a factory car park! Stil
further confusion when, rather than rejoining the motorway, we headed instead towards Severn Beach. We
soon reached the factory and, having formed an orderly line, opened the Jiffy bags in unison.

Inside we found £5.50 and instructions to proceed to the M48 and cross the old Severn Bridge. We were to
then leave the motorway at Chepstow and meet in the first lay by on the A466. As we crossed the Severn
several possibilities regarding the venue presented themselves including Woolaston Court and Gludy
Lake....

Having reformed the convoy we continued on our way and soon left the main road and proceeded down
single track lanes. The mystery destination was soon revealed when we suddenly arrived at Wentwood
Reservoir. The venue was set in a beautiful landscape and had absolutely crystal clear water with perfect
visibility to a depth of several feet. When we arrived there was a slight ripple on the water and with fish
topping across the whole lake everyone was eagerly anticipating a day of good top of the water fishing.

Alan had booked four boats for us with the idea of swapping people between boats and bank at lunchtime.
This proved unnecessary as Paul kindly volunteered to fish from the bank as he had spent the previous day
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fishing Eyebrook in a boat. Boat partners were Alan and Dave C, lain and Dave L, Tony and lvor and
finally Richard and myself.

Paul tries his luck from the bank. Tony and Ivor boldly set forth.

As we commenced fishing with a variety of dries, buzzers, small nymphs etc. it soon became clear that the
clear water was going to make the day much more challenging than everyone had thought. As the wind
dropped, taking the ripple with it, the fish became very spooky moving away from the boats and not taking
flies cast to them. Tony managed to buck the trend landing two fish on flies which included a pearly
pheasant tail. lain also managed to land a fish before lunch and Richard, having caught one on an orange
fritz had his leader smashed by a second fish.

We met for lunch in the clubhouse and found that Alan had brought one of his now famous riparian suppers
lunches, with the customary sumptuous array of sandwiches, crisps, cakes, wine and beer. Once refreshed
we returned to our boats and headed back onto the water.

Dave C casts to a rising fish while waiting The Black Pig rides again....
for his boat partner.
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The weather soon began to deteriorate with a very heavy shower marking what we allh oped wasn
beginning of the sustained torrential rain which had been predicted by the forecasters. Fortunately the
shower wasn’t prolonged and qui ckl y s pefiodwhehé¢he .
fish began to take orange blobs and other orange fritz type patterns which led to a number of fish being

taken by the boat anglers. Unfortunately as the weather dried up so did the takes and most people began
packing up and heading home late in the afternoon.

Despite the challenging f i shing everyone thor oughlvery petargsquey e d
surroundingsa n d | ’that thescluly wall return to Wentwood at a later date. A very considerable amount

of time and effort went into the planning and organisation of this mystery trip. This included finding and
booking the venue, planning the journey (even locating an obscure factory with a car park which is open at
weekends) and both ordering and collecting lunch, all of which contributed to a very successful trip. For

this our sincere thanks must go to Alan J who performed all of the above tasks single handed, managed to
endure weeks of interrogation regarding the venue, and still managed to find the time to enjoy a successful
day’ s fishing himself!

JUNE MEETING AND EVENING TRIP

Following much debate concerning venues, travelling distances etc. the plans for the June meeting /
Evening trip have been changed.

The evening trip will now take place on Friday 28" May at The Barrows. Evening tickets are available
from 3.00pm at a cost of £11.00. The club will provide a late supper at the Kentucky Fried Chicken on
Hengrove Leisure Park after members have finished fishing. Please note that the best fishing (particularly
on dry flies) has in the past been at dusk and therefore supper is likely to be at 10.00pm. It is hoped that
moving the trip to Friday evening will reduce the impact of the late night and long distance involved and
members will now be able to recover on Saturday!

An informal meeting will now be held in the bar of The Pheasant at 8.00pm on Tuesday 1% June. This is
primarily aimed at those attending the weekend away on 4™, 5% 6™ and 7" June but all members are
welcome to attend. On the agenda are meeting points, venues, tactics etc. and Paul will have the river
fishing tokens with him.

JUNE TRIP

June’'s trip is to Wit conSawrday M%itne e ainh to me &t thasfishers t e
at 9.00am, if anyone has any queries please contact either Tony or Bruce. The address for anyone who has
not previously visited this venue is:

Witcombe Waters, Great Witcombe, Gloucestershire GL3 4TR
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QUADRANGULAR MATCH

The annual Quadrangular Match between the Southern Federation, Kingsbridge Heavyweights, Ringwood
Flydressers and ourselves at Blagdon is now rapidly approaching us on Sunday 22" August. | will shortly
be contacting all members to draw up a list of all those who are available to fish. New members should be
advised that this is a very friendly match between the clubs and is a chance to meet and learn from some
very experienced anglers.
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