PHEASANT Y
FLY FISHERS

BLENHEIM PALACE - Bruce

Six of us (Dave Lee, Alan J, Richard, Tony, Ivor angiself) met up atthe McDonalds at the Botley
interchange, Oxford for breakfast on the warm, sunny morning of Sundayi@th. Having arranged for

the McDonalds delivery driver to block Riché&dcar in with his lorry we proceeded to Blenheim Palace
where we met up with lain ardlan Tonge. We were also met there by the head bailiff who explained the
beats, methods etio us.

The trout fishery 1isnot on the main Blenheim 1
smaller Bladon Lake. Thigs effectively a stretch of the River Ghe whichwi dened byo AC
Brown inthe 1760s The lake $ long andharrow beginning and ending with cascaded hadour beats
available for fishingThe first of these iRough Piece which covers both banks upstream of BlBdioige,

one of which is adjacent to the car park. The second, Bladon, includes bottdbamistream of Bladon
Bridge and is the widest area of the lakehis beat isurrounded by open parklahdt is also open to the
public. The Lince follows on from Bladon, the bank of this bsapredominantly wooded with the
exception ofthe very endvherethe lake narrows and is crossed biyvalve arched stone bridge. The lake
ends with a cascade at the bottom of The Lince beat. The fourth beat is known as The Gardens but may
be fished after 17.00 houasdconsequentlyvas not fished by any dumembers.

.....

eezict

‘Riagrdfishing by Bladon Bridge
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Richard was the first person to tackle up and headed straight for a spot upstream of Bladon Bridge where
immediately found fish at the edges of deeper channels running under the arches. Alan J. took up a posi
directly opposite him and also beganfited fish very close to the bridge. Having walked the length of
Rough Piece with no luck I found that, being left handeslas able tdish downstream of the bridge and
cast towards it. Tony was fishing directly opposite me and had already caughshwoAls soon as |
arrived Alan J hooked a fish of 4lb 50z on a pheasant tail nymph which ran straight under the bridge a
started jumping in front of me!

Having lost two flies to under water obstacles without a knock | decided to move pwidnthis syt
having gone quieffony decided to join me. We walkéde length ofBladon beat andarried onthrough

the iron gate to The Lince. Wentinuedwalking through the trees, noting a few areas which warranted
later attention and finally met up with laand Alan T.by the lower bridge. Tony and | began fishing
upstream of this bridge where | caught one stockie of ar@limcand a larger fish of 4lb 40z, Tony
following suit with another 4lb 40z rainbow. lain and Alan decided to move on and | moved intald s s
immediately catching another stockie followed by my final fish of 3lb 8dan J. and Richard also walked
down through the wooded section of The Linveih both of them having knocks en route and Richard
taking a further fish by the bridge.

I ain i scovers that
much room for a back cast...

We all met up in the car park for lunch where the entertainment was provided by a young lady on a phe
shoot whokept disappearing behind walls, treé®rse jumpsetc., emerging wearing different items of
clothing!

After lunch | continued fishing catch and release stiilan J. quickly caught his final fish in Rough Piece
then joined me in returning to The Lince. When we reached the lower bridge we metHedrad found

fish near the outleind Dave Lee. Dave was returning home fishless to have a family meal svitHaws

who were visiting from New Zealanteaving space for myself and Alan to continue fishirigor landed

the largest fish of the day, weighing in at 4lb 70z, while Alan caught and returned two further fish and
released one morelhe bailiff wasvery helpful and did mention that the lake, especially in The Lince, has a
very good hatch of mayfly members may wish to consider this if they are looking for some mayfly sport.

Page2 of 4



Paparazi stalk club members. Did someone telRichard that Alard
has caught more fish than him?

The day finished with Alan and Ivor having caught six fish apiece, myself with five, Tony and Richard fou
and lain with one. Alan T. and Dave enjoyed themselves.

YOU STUPID BOY PIKE |

Having had a few quiet months with members behaving themselves impeccably we finally have a conten
for the award that nobody wants.

Before a recent trip to Chew one of our members decided to fix a hole in his waders with an iron on pat
Having readthe instructions thoroughly he successfully attached the aforementionedi pat¢he iron.
Having pacified his good lady regard to the ruined irone stuck the patcliglue side down this timejp

his wadersand went fishing. As the day progressedehwas pleased to note that his repair had been
successful and that the waders no longer leaked through the puncture. Unfortunately he noted that they \
now leaking through the seams and that dry clothes were required. Having changed he borrowad a pai
thigh waders from his companidn obviously a tight lipped fellow club member keen to avoid being
crowned Stupid Boy Pike himself! Sadly for our intrepid angler when he boldly weedddinto the water

he found that both left and right waders Hmades in. Large holes. Large holes in the tops used to put the
wear er 6s f e etdueththesdhegwas unabld to tvdde tb the same depth aschébtwaders
without also filling then with water. | believe that, having changed into yet agmosiet of dry clothes, he
went home before any further mishaps could result in him being presented with the trophy in April!

The guilty partybdés name wi | | embaordssmbengust ceimembdir d e d 6 ¥
tell them your nam®aveCl!!

APRIL MEETING

The next meeting will be on Tuesday @&pril and is the rescheduled talk bylalcolm Hunt from
Manningford TroutFishery. As you may remember, Malcolm was originally due to speak to us at the
January meeting but had to cancel due to timvs This is therefore the second occasion teatas
allocated an evening of his time (unpaid) to us so out of courtesy please can we try to give a go
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